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North Park University 
Cornerstone (NPD1000-20) 

Memory & Memoir 
MW 9:15-10:20 a.m. and F 10:30-11:35 a.m. 

     

 
 
Professor: Dr. Morrissey   
Email: jmorrissey@northpark.edu 
Phone: 773-244-6285  
     (please use email if possible)   

 

 
Office: CARL-46 (Modern Language Dept.) 
Office Hours: T 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
     or by appointment  

 

Writing Prompt for St. Augustine Essay: 
 
This essay will demonstrate students’ skills in summarizing their readings of a text. 
Students will write an essay based on the 5-paragraph essay format (please see the file on 
5-paragraph essay that is posted on Moodle).  
 
Students will do well to draft an outline before beginning their essay in order to organize 
their thoughts.  
 
One may draw on St. Augustine’s interpretation of the three temptations of Jesus in the 
desert to summarize the overarching themes in Confessions. Satan asked Jesus to transform 
stone into bread (urges of the flesh), to save himself from a fall by a miracle (urges of the 
eyes), and to assume a kingdom (worldly designs). 
 
How has St. Augustine related his struggles with the same three temptations? What has he 
gained as a result of these struggles? 
 
 * The urges of the flesh 

- the five senses 
 

* The urges of the eyes 
- transgressive knowledge: magic, superstition, false prophecy, astrology 
 

* Worldly designs 
- ambition 
- pride 
- public opinion 
 

What has St. Augustine made you reflect on concerning your own life? What place does 
faith have in your life? What temptations cause you struggles?  

NB: This prompt is inspired by Garry 

Wills’ biography. Wills, Garry. 

Augustine’s Confessions. Princeton: 

Princeton UP, 2011. pp. 106-111 
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Office Hours 
I will be in my office on the 4

th
 floor of Carlson Tower (CARL-46) from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on 

Tuesdays and by appointment. I see students on a “drop-in” basis or with regular appointments. 

To arrange an appointment, please email me: jmorrissey@northpark.edu. 

 

Grading 
 

Your grade will be based on the following components: 
 

    

Paper Format/Policies for Turning in Essays 
 

Late Papers: As a general rule, late papers will not be accepted.  Always check with the 

professor if you feel an emergency or illness warrants an extension.  If you do not have 

permission to turn in work late, you risk the penalty of a lowered grade or failure on the 

assignment.  Do not email me an assignment without my express permission.  Generally, 

assignments are due as hard copies (typed, double spaced, Times New Roman font) at class time. 

 

E-mail Submissions: I do not accept e-mail submissions unless you receive specific permission 

beforehand.  Unless otherwise noted in class, E-mail or Moodle submissions will be considered 

late and will receive a zero. 

Paper Format: All assignments must be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font with 1-inch 

margins and Times New Roman font.  If you use sources (some papers will require this, some 

will not), you must use the MLA style to cite these sources. 

Formal Writing Assignments   (50%) 

Essay #1  (Summary) 

 First draft  

 Final draft 15% 

Essay #2  (Analysis) 

 First draft  

 Final draft 15% 

Essay #3  (Comparison & Contrast)   

 First draft  

 Final draft 20% 

   

Other Assignments   (50%) 

Reading Quizzes (5 - One per author) 20% 

Voyage Participation  10% 

Field Trips  10% 

Memoir  10% 
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